
NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2011 | ISSUE #14

SIGN UP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTER AT WWW.PACIFICAVIATIONMUSEUM.ORG
The Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor newsletter published by Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor, 319 Lexington Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96818.

Join us at our 4th “Biggest Little Airshow,” as it returns on August 20th and 21st. This year’s event, celebrating the Centennial 
of Naval Aviation, will be bigger and better than ever. Two full days of fighter jets, helicopters, dogfights, warbird reenactments,
hands-on demonstrations, restored military vehicles, food, prizes, and fun for the whole family! In honor of the Centennial,
we’ll have 100 aircraft on the tarmac (both actual and remote control models), candy bombings for the keiki, and free concerts. 

Specialty acts to be performed by the Birds of Paradise Airshow Team include: Pattern, 3-D fixed wing and helicopter aerobatic
flights, South Pacific battles, “Candy Bomber” drops, and a Skycam helicopter. We’ll have a variety of aircraft on display, including jets,
helicopters, warbirds, B-17s, P-38s, Corsairs, OV-10s, and more.

You can also take free tours of Hangar 79, where you’ll get up close and personal with an F-14 Tomcat, F-15 Eagle, F-86 Sabre,
P-40 Kittyhawk, MiG-15, and the Museum’s new “MiG Alley” Korean War exhibit. The best part is, admission to the Airshow and
Hangar 79 is free! Simply drive to Ford Island, park at the Museum, or board our free shuttle from the Arizona Memorial/Pearl Harbor
Visitor Center parking area. We hope to see you here!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 & 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
9:00 A.M.
First free shuttle departs the Arizona Memorial
parking area for Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor
(shuttles run every 15 minutes throughout the event)
10:00 A.M.
Color guard & military aircraft flyover open the airshow
11:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Remote control air demonstrations
12:30 P.M.
“Candy Bombers” flyover & candy drop for the keiki
12:30 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Free concert
3:30 P.M.
“Candy Bombers” flyover & candy drop for the keiki
4:00 P.M.
Closing festivities
5:00 P.M.
Last shuttle bus departs the Museum for Arizona
Memorial/Pearl Harbor Visitor Center parking area
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T-BIRD LANDS AT FORD ISLAND

It took over a year and an untold number
of hours of behind-the-scenes work, but
thanks to dozens of dedicated volunteers
from the Museum, Hawaii Air National
Guard, and Honolulu International
Airport, it’s finally here. Our Lockheed
T-33A Shooting Star s/n51-6533, 
also known as the T-Bird, arrived at the
Museum in April.

The two-place T-Bird was designed 
for training pilots already qualified 
to fly propeller aircraft. It was developed
from the single-seat P-80 fighter 
by lengthening the fuselage about three 
feet to accommodate a second cockpit.

WE’LL HELP MAKE YOUR NEXT PARTY OR SPECIAL EVENT “TAKE FLIGHT”

Forget the balloons and streamers. We’ve got heroes and planes to serve as the backdrop for your next event. The Museum
offers an event experience like no other. With over 100,000 square feet of indoor galleries and nearly unlimited outdoor space,
the Museum can accommodate events of all sizes - from intimate meetings to military ceremonies, from birthday parties to
wedding receptions and formal galas. Your guests will enjoy a special treat as they test their mettle in one of our combat flight
simulators, a special add-on feature available for any event. 

Our Special Events team is ready to help you begin planning your next spectacular event. Call (808) 441-1004, 
email SpecialEvents@PacificAviationMuseum.org, or visit us online at www.PacificAviationMuseum.org. 

The T-Bird made its first flight in 
1948 and 6,557 T-Birds were built before
production ceased in 1959. In addition
to its use as a trainer, the T-Bird has 
been used for such tasks as drone director,
target, and in some countries as a combat
aircraft. The T-Bird is one of the world’s
best-known aircraft, having served with
the Air Forces of more than 20 different
nations over several decades.

We welcome the T-Bird to our family 
of aircraft that call our Museum home.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The rusty Ford Island Control Tower’s
time has come. We have said for three
years that we needed to “Save the Tower.”
That time is upon us and the long-awaited
restoration has started.

Three years ago, we engaged Mason
Architects to evaluate the tower and create
a plan to stabilize the structure and stop
its deterioration. Those plans were
submitted to the Navy last November.
Earlier this year, Kiewit Building Group
was chosen as the contractor, and in
April the work began.  

Today, surrounded by scaffolding and
hidden behind a white containment
cover, you can no longer see that old red
and white tower. Work is progressing
quickly, with rusted steel and hazardous
materials being removed, followed
by sand blasting and a new coat of
red & white paint. Our goal is to
be ready for our 5th anniversary
dinner on December 1st and the
70th anniversary of Pearl Harbor.

The refurbishment of the 
Ford Island Control Tower, 
a historical monument to
Hawaii, will be preserved for
all of our visitors to enjoy.
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WELCOME ABOARD, MICKEY AND CREW!

Our marketing, event management, 
and guest services teams have successfully
secured a partnership with Adventures
by Disney, Pleasant Holidays, and E Noa
Corporation (Waikiki Trolley). This
partnership will provide guest tours from
the new Aulani, a Disney Resort & Spa in
Ko Olina, which is slated to open in
August 2011. 

We met with the Adventures by Disney
folks from Burbank several times, gave
them a tour of the Museum, and wowed
them with what they called our “very Disney”
experience. They fell in love with the
“Disney quality” of our exhibits and
with the educational value of our
Museum. We’ll be producing a special

Adventures by Disney Educational Tour
for their guests.

This is a great opportunity to increase
our brand awareness among the Disney
family and their vast market. On a side
note, one Disney representative’s father
flew with Ken DeHoff, our Executive
Director, in Vietnam.

Remember to go online and participate
with us for fun, games, and discounts.
“Like” us on Facebook, and follow us
@PacificAviation on Twitter. Follow our
photo stream on Flickr.com and check
out new videos posted on YouTube.com.
PacificAviationMuseum.org has all the
updates, too.

MUSEUM STORE OFFERS 10%
DISCOUNT, FUN NEW ITEMS

Museum members, get 10% off your gift
store purchases! If it’s been a while since
you last visited our store, we have some
great adult t-shirt designs, including 
the iconic Control Tower, a Flying Tiger,
and Rosie the Riveter. Pick up two t-shirts
for just $30.

Going a bit retro, we now have military
aircraft Shrinky Dinks in stock. What a
great project for you and an aspiring
aviator to build your own planes! And
while you’re at it, why not dress the part
by donning a pair of aviator goggles, 
hat, and scarf?  

If “Top Gun” is more your style, check
out our aviator sunglasses from Eagle
Eyes, the only sunglasses certified by the
Space Foundation. Speaking of space,
Neapolitan flavored astronaut ice cream
and vanilla ice cream sandwiches are now
just three for $10. Yum! Stop by the store,
or shop online.

Thanks to our architects, contractor,
and all the people who are working to
“Save the Tower.” And, thank you for
your continued support in making this
project possible.

Mahalo
Ken DeHoff



2011 YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS

(AS OF MARCH 2011)
INDIVIDUAL

$1,000 and above
Merlin Anderson
Bernard Baer
Wilson Boyd
James Bramsen
Martha J. Butterfield
Benjamin Cassiday
Clint Churchill
Jeff Dahlgren
Olivia De Jane
Geoffrey B. Dozier
Kris Draper
John Galbraith
John V. Gibson
Grant Graeber
Robert & Alice Guild
William Gureck
Claudine Harris
Ray Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hayward, USN (Ret.)
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Heenan
Elton Hess
John Holmes
Robert Hopper
Mamoru Ishii
Ella Joy
Edward Keough
Jim Knuppe
Ralph Luciano
Walter Mau
LeRoy Meyer

Eric Mifkovic
Ruby Montgomery
Joanne Mow
Kazuo Nomi
Robert & Juanita Overstreet
James & Marilyn Pappas
Jason Pilalas
Thomas Rabito
RADM James D. Ramage
Jean E. Rolles
Henry Sakaida
Gerald Schemmel
Ken Schwartz
Jean Scripps
Donald Sherman
Dr. Hirano Sugano
Thomas Vines
Robert Washburn
Ryan Wayne
Harriet M. Wedeman
Tommy Welch
Jane White
Roland Wilsey
William Witzel
Donald Workman

$5,000 and above
Robert M. Dewey, Jr.
Robert J. Eichenberg
Louis L. Gowans, Jr.
Alan Hardy
Charlie Jones
Elizabeth Pfriem
Richard Robb
Robert J. Wicks

$10,000 and above
Ross S. Mickey
Fred L. Turner

$15,000 and above
Alexander "Sandy" Gaston
Dr. Thomas & Mi S. Kosasa

$ 150,000 and above
Mary Bazar
Robin Seymour

COMPANIES

$1,000 and above
Airtech International Inc.
The Gas Company
NBAA Charities

$5,000 and above
A&E Television Networks
Outrigger Enterprises

$10,000 and above
Nakata Shoten

$25,000 and above
Fund Raising Strategies

FOUNDATIONS

$1,000 and above
Boutiki
Janice and Raymond Perry Community Fund

$5,000 and above
Primm Foundation

$10,000 and above
Marguerite Gambo Wood Foundation

$ 150,000 and above
Tawani Foundation
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MAHALO NUI LOA TO OUR DONORS

MAHALO TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Did you know we have over 120 dedicated
volunteers who guide guests through
the Museum, assist in restoration projects,
and support the administrative staff?
To recognize these amazing volunteers,
we held a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
on April 29th with 90 in attendance. 

During the event, Maripaul Cosper 
was announced as the Volunteer of the
Year. Since Maripaul recently relocated
to California, we set up a Skype
connection to award her plaque over 
a video monitor. As guests and fellow
volunteers waited patiently for Maripaul
to appear on the monitor, she surprised
us all by walking in to accept her award
in person! There were cheers and tears 

to see our devoted volunteer
once again show her dedication
for the family and friends 
of our Museum.
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CELEBRATING OUR 4TH ANNIVERSARY

Our 4th anniversary dinner was held last
December on a beautiful, balmy night,
silhouetted by vintage airplanes and
themed by 1940’s musical entertainment
by The Hot Club of Hulaville. Guests were
delighted with the Asian fusion cuisine and
fine wines provided by Chef Chai of Chai’s
Island Bistro. Highlights of the evening
included Jim Nabors receiving his
Honorary Naval Wings, and the excitement
of prizes to be won in the Windsock
Challenge. Thank you to the following
sponsors for their generous support:

Diamond Sponsor
Research Institute Hawaii USA

Gold Sponsor
McDonald’s Restaurants Hawaii

Silver Sponsors
Carolyn Berry
Dennis & Susan Fitzgerald
DR Horton Inc./

Schuler Family Foundation
Kalaeloa Partners LP
Thomas Kosasa, M.D.
Kuhana Associates, LLC 
Lockheed Martin
Watts Constructors, LLC

Bronze Sponsors
AES Hawaii, Inc.
Architects Hawaii, Ltd.
Charles Pankow Builders
Bank of Hawaii
Hank & Linda Bruckner
Carlsmith Ball LLP
BG Ben Cassiday, Jr.
Clint & Suzy Churchill
Ernst & Young LLP
Fund Raising Strategies, Inc.
Forrest City Hawaii CM LLC
Alexander “Sandy” Gaston
Grace Pacific/GP Roadway Solutions 
Hawaiian Airlines
Kiewit Building Group
Phillip McNamee, M.D. 

& Edward Weldon, M.D.
Monarch Insurance Services, Inc.

MOSS Engineering, Inc.
Jim Nabors
Nordic PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Northrop Grumman Corporation
William L. Shankel, M.D.
Michael L. “Swede” Olson/

Charles Goodwin
Parsons Corporation
Peter Starn/Darrell “Buck” Welch, Jr.
Dick Wong

LIGHTS, CAMERA, TV! 

These past few months, we’ve had two
major syndicated television programs
research and film their productions 
at our Museum.  

PBS’s History Detectives filmed the first
episode of its ninth season on the story
of the Ni’ihau incident and did much of
its investigative filming and reporting
from our Museum. PBS also ventured to
the island of Ni’ihau and filmed interviews
there. This season-opening episode will
air on June 21st at 8:00 p.m. on PBS.

The very popular television show 
Ghost Hunters filmed and recorded using
TAPS (The Atlantic Paranormal Society)
equipment over the course of seven nights
at our Museum for their seventh season.
Spoiler alert: 

Yes, they did record evidence of
paranormal activity, but those of us who
work here already knew that! The episode
aired in a one-hour special on June 1st
on the SyFy channel. You can also watch
full episodes on hulu.com. Stay tuned,
there is more to come!

Ghost Hunters arrive at the Museum for first night of shooting.
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
June 18, 2011

Hangar Talk

July 4, 2011
Home of the Brave Quilt Project

July 16, 2011
Hangar Talk

August 20 & 21, 2011
Biggest Little Airshow on Ford Island

September 5, 2011
Home of the Brave Quilt Project

September 17, 2011
Hangar Talk

October 15, 2011
Hangar Talk

November 11, 2011
Home of the Brave Quilt Project

November 19, 2011
Hangar Talk

December 1, 2011
5th Anniversary Gala

December 7, 2011
Home of the Brave Quilt Project
Holland American Legion Band
70th Anniversary of the Attack 
on Pearl Harbor

Please see the website calendar for more dates and information.

For more information on each event please visit
our website www.PacificAviationMuseum.org

SAVE THE DATE

Our 5th Anniversary Gala is coming
up! Mark your calendars for Thursday,
December 1, 2011. There will be 
music, entertainment, delicious food, 
and loads of fun! Invitations will be
mailed soon. Details will be posted 
on our web site at
www.PacificAviationMuseum.org. 
For information on sponsoring this
event, contact us at (808) 441-1006.
Hope to see you there!

WE’LL E-MAIL YOU

NOTAM, an acronym for “Notice 
to Airmen,” was used to alert pilots 
of important information. We’d like 
to keep you informed about what is
happening through our Museum’s
email NOTAMs. Please sign up online
at www.PacificAviationMuseum.org 
or by e-mailing
Info@PacificAviationMuseum.org 
with your name and email address. 
We look forward to keeping in touch.

INFORMATION & SUPPORT

For more information or to 
become a member, please visit us 
at www.PacificAviationMuseum.org.  
You may also call us at 
(808) 441-1006, or email
CarolA@PacificAviationMuseum.org.

Carol Arnott
Director of Development
Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor
Ford Island
319 Lexington Blvd.
Honolulu, HI  96818

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
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